Levels of analysis

It is a central element of the global politics course that the key political concepts and contemporary political
issues are studied at a number of levels: global, international, regional, national, local and community.
These levels help students to appreciate that what may initially appear to be a global issue actually has
many local implications and vice versa, and that decision-making on the same phenomenon may look quite
different depending on whether it is analysed on a systemic or sub-systemic level. The appropriate level of
analysis depends on the issue at stake and students’ objectives in a task. Brief explanations of the various
levels are given below.

Global In the context of the global politics course, the term global refers to events and trends that
have far-reaching and long-term impact across the world, cutting across national identities
and interests. Examples include, but are not limited to, climate change, migration,
terrorism, epidemics, etc.

International | In the context of the global politics course, the term international refers to events and
trends that have a narrower impact than global events and trends, but nonetheless have
implications for several countries. Examples include, but are not limited to, the operation of
various international organizations, non-governmental organisations (NGOs), multinational
corporations (MNCs), international law, etc.

Regional In the context of the global politics course, the term regional refers to events and trends
that have implications limited to a particular geographic region, such as the Middle East,
Latin America, Eastern Europe, Western Europe, etc. Examples include, but are not limited
to, the operation of the European Union (EU), the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO), the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), The Arab League, etc.

National In the context of the global politics course, the term national refers to events and trends
that have a limited impact within the geographical boundaries of a particular country.
Examples include, but are not limited to, economic crises or economic change in a
particular state, political and legal reforms in a particular state, changes in the governance
of a particular state, etc.

Local In the context of the global politics course, the term local is used to refer to the geographic
area in which social organization is created and in which culture is transmitted from one
generation to the next. Local is defined by its inhabitants and their practices, and so can
represent a geographic space as small as a gated community or as large as a city or
region.

Community | The idea of community is one of the most debated concepts in the social sciences.
Communities were once thought of as geographically based groups of people with similar
interests, mutual support and cultural traits. The most commonly held view was that
communities must include not only spatial and ecological definitions, but institutional and
emotional ones. Recently, however, processes of globalization have led social scientists to
rethink standard definitions. Advances in communication technologies allow similar
interests to be nurtured beyond physical boundaries, and the definition of community has
become intertwined with debates about globalization and the role and place of people
within it.
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